Purple Thistles & Knapweeds in Edinburgh / Lothians 


Download Latest Version « All Sheets 


These are best identified by looking at the side of the flower and at the leaves. 
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Milk Thistle - Extremely rare - Silybum marianum - Map 
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Spear Thistle - Common - Cirsium vulgare - Map 
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Welted Thistle - Common - Carduus crispus - Map 
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Slender Thistle - Grey-white downy under leaves - City records + along east coast - Carduus 
tenuiflorus - Map 
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Creeping Thistle - Common, often forming thick stands - Cirsium arvense - Map 
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Melancholy Thistle - Uncommon, mostly south of a line from Bathgate to Roslin - Cirsium 
heterophyllum - Map 
: Linhouse Water (W side, apx loc) here 


Pic 1 Wikipedia 


Brook Thistle - Rare escapes recorded outside region - Cirsium rivulare - Map 


ant thistle can sometimes be spotted in gardens and can escape. 
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Black Knapweed - Common - Centaurea nigra - Map 

















Black Knapweed (Rayed Form) - Occasional naturally but may be sown as part of beautifications - 
Centaurea nigra var radiata - Map (under recorded!) 
* As above but with the flower forming rays 

















- Rare but may also be planted - Centaurea scabiosa - Map 
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Info 
Updated : 2020-07-17 


Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 
Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 
Other items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 


